
 
Friend and Failure 
 
It’s half a lifetime’s work to come to equanimity 
 in the face of the jaded world’s poor opinion.  
The other half, the “most difficult” half, 
 is when you realize that you yourself 
 are both sides, the accused, and the accuser,  
the hero, and your own antagonist,  
and you finally invite your demons 
 in to tea, and get on with exultation. 


